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The poetry of Abu Amer ibn Maslama
An objective and artistic study
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The poetry of Abu Amer ibn Maslama

An objective and artistic study
Dr. Faisal Zaidan Muzaid Al Salmi
Summary

Abu 'Amir ibn Maslama (died. 511 AH) was an Andalusian poet known for
his descriptive nature poetry. He hailed from a prominent family associated with
governance and excellence, born in Cordoba and residing in Seville. He was in
contact with Al-Mu'tadid (died 461 AH). Dr. Huda Shukat Bihanam published his
poetry twice. The research in the introduction sheds light on the poet's life and
provides a comprehensive translation of his work.

As for the five chapters, the first discusses the poetic themes in the thirty-six
verses dominated by the description of nature's landscapes, including gardens, spices,
narcissus, lilies, and khayri flowers. The second chapter focuses on the poet's
musicality within various poetic meters, characterized by harmony and rhythm. The
third chapter explores the poet's rich linguistic expressions, avoiding the strange and
wild language, showcasing his diverse techniques. The fourth chapter reveals the
poet's literary and rhetorical imagery, with emphasis on similes expressed through a
variety of tools. The fifth chapter uncovers the poetic enhancements, though not
prominently displayed, demonstrating the poet's natural and effortless eloquence.

In the conclusion, it was clarified that the birth year of the poet mentioned by
Ibn Bishkuwal is subject to uncertainty. Additionally, it was noted that the poet did
not meet his demise under the circumstances commonly rumored. Furthermore, a
thorough analysis of the themes within his poetry revealed a predominant focus on
nature description. Moreover, his works exhibited a frequent use of similes to the
extent that scarcely any verse was devoid of them. Additionally, he employed
metaphorical embellishments, both conceptual and verbal, while also incorporating
subtle references to the Quran and the noble Hadith for associative purposes.
Keywords: Abu 'Amir ibn Maslama, descriptive poetry, Al-Andalus, objective
artistic study.
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