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The Position of the Twelver Shiite Imamate on the Infallibility of the
Imams: A Doctrinal Critical Study

Dr. Faiza Zaal Al-Anzi

Assistant Professor of Contemporary Doctrine and Intellectual Schools of Thought
Email: Falenezi@ut.edu.sa

Abstract:

This study explores the Twelver Shia (Imami) doctrine of the infallibility (‘ismah) of
the Imams from a theological perspective. Infallibility is considered a core religious
belief within Twelver Shia thought. The research highlights the doctrinal deviation
that occurred when the Imamis exaggerated the status of their Imams—equating their
infallibility with that of the Prophets, and in some cases, even attributing divinity to
them. The study begins with an introduction outlining the reasons for choosing the
topic, a review of relevant literature, and the research methodology and structure. It is
followed by four main chapters:

Chapter One: An overview of the Twelver Shia (al-Shi‘ah al-Imamiyyah)

Chapter Two: The concept of ‘ismah (infallibility) in both linguistic and technical
terms Chapter Three: The historical development of the doctrine of infallibility
among the Twelver Shia Chapter Four: The evidences presented by Twelver Shia
scholars in support of the doctrine of infallibility, along with a critical response to
those arguments The study concludes with a summary of key findings and
recommendations, followed by appendices and a bibliography of primary references.

Keywords: Shia Imami, Infallibility Imams, Twelver Shi‘ism, Doctrinal deviation.
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