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Abstract 

The Artistic structure of Epigram in Ahmad Matar's "Lafitat" 

     Ahmad Matar is an Iraqi poet who loves his Arabness and whose 

poetry centers around criticizing the conditions of the Arab peoples and 

Arab regimes in order to prompt the nation to seek freedom. Matar 

practised his poetic talent through the epigram. This study focuses on 

the epigram in world literature as well as in ancient and modern Arabic 

poetry. 

     The present research aims in particular to study the poetic epigram 

and its linguistic structure by examining the lexical, syntactic, semantic, 

and rhythmic structures in Ahmad Matar's poetry.  

     By examining Matar's poetic epigrams, a number of distinctive 

features can be discerned: 

Matar's epigrams are based on satire, political criticism, sarcasm, 

and paradoxical irony. 

Matar's poetic epigrams center around specific people or social 

groups and specific topics, making this art form a tool for 

political contention. 

This poetic form is characterized by shortness which is a 

requirement of such a literary genre.  

Matar resorts to intersexuality in his poetic epigrams by drawing 

upon historical, literary, and religious heritage in a way that 

allows him to judge the present in terms of the past and deal with 

the present shortcomings. In addition to the aforementioned 

features, it may be added that an epigram may not be an 

independent poetic unit but may rather be part of a larger text. 

Paradox as a stylistic element plays a significant role in Matar's 

poetic epigrams. The poetic text thus becomes a paradoxical 

situation through which all the paradox related to the political 

and historical scenes are revealed. Hence, Matar's poems become 

an intensely conscious revelation, the thing which highlights the 

discrepancy between a glorious past and a distressing present and 

allows the poet to judge the deteriorating status quo as well as 

incite people to change it.  

Matar's epigrams conclude with a paradoxical statement that invites 

the reader to think about the issues raised by the epigrams. It can also be 

noticed that there usually exists a relation between the titles of Matar's 

epigrams and the meanings included in their conclusions. 
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